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© A recording and reproducing device, which records and reproduces information on and from a rewritable 
recording medium having absolute addresses and comprising an information recording area wherein information 
entered from external devices is recorded and a TOC area wherein additional information with respect to the 
information recorded in the information recording area is recorded, comprises: an optical head and an 
electromagnet for recording information in the information recording area, and for recording in the TOC area the 
absolute addresses indicating at least the recording, positions of information as additional information every time 
the information is recorded in the information recording area; a display section for graphically displaying the 
recorded and unrecorded ranges of the information recording area independently according to the absolute 
addresses recorded in the TOC area with respect to the recording positions of each piece of information; 
warning means for warning to show that a position has already been occupied by referring to the additional 
information recorded in the TOC area when it is instructed to record new information in the position of the 
information recording area where another information has already been recorded; first editing means for erasing 
the additional information from the TOC area with respect to any information within the information recording 
area when the information is completely erased therefrom; and second editing means for detecting a remaining 
amount of any information when the information is partially erased from the information recording area, for 
recording in the TOC area absolute addresses indicating the recording positions of the remaining information 
part in the TOC area, after replacing the absolute addresses indicating the recording positions of its original 
information with those indicating the recording positions of the remaining information part when the remaining 
amount is not less than a predetermined value, and for erasing the additional information of the partially erased 
information from the TOC area when the remaining amount of the partially erased information is less than the 
predetermined value. With the arrangement, even if the stored additional information is lost due to the cut-off of 
the power source, in the recording operation thereafter, the user can accurately recognize the recording 
conditions of the information recording area, and such trouble as to record another information overlapping with 
information already recorded is perfectly prevented, and further the user can recognize space domains easily 
and accurately. 
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RECORDING AND REPRODUCING DEVICE 



FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a recording and reproducing device for recording as well as 
reproducing various kinds of information on and from a rewritable recording medium which comprises 
absolute addresses. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



Conventionally, compact disks are widely used, wherein music information or other information is 
recorded as digital signals by the use of pits mechanically formed thereon. These compact disks are 
designed to be reproduced on their information by a disk device used only for reproducing. 

On the compact disks, there are pieces of information successively recorded, and in reproducing the 
information, a successive reproduction, selective reproduction, or other forms of reproduction is performed 
while collating absolute addresses predeterminately recorded on the disk with those recorded in the TOC 
(Table Of Contents) area of the disk for indicating recording position of each piece of information. 

In the meantime, in the case where rewritable disks such as magneto-optical disks, which have been 
developed recently, are applied for recording music information or other information thereon, it is desirable 
to provide a disk recording and reproducing device which has an interchangeability between the rewritable 
disks and those conventional compact disks by making their reproducing methods common in the 
applications. 

Therefore, likewise in the compact disk, it is proposed to install a TOC area in the rewritable disk in 
order to record absolute addresses indicating the recording start positions and recording end positions 
therein and to use the absolute addresses recorded in the TOC area in reproducing each piece of 
information. 

•More specifically, when the rewritable disk is placed in the disk recording and reproducing device, by 
reading the absolute addresses recorded in the TOC area and storing them in the buffer section of a 
microcomputer, an access to the leading part of desired information may be performed at once in 
reproduction, and in recording new information, the absolute addresses of the information indicating the 
recording start position and recording end position thereof are stored in the buffer section. Moreover, when 
the rewritable disk is removed from the disk recording and reproducing device, the contents of the buffer 
section are recorded in the TOC area for use in the next reproduction. 

Furthermore, in the disk recording and reproducing device having the above arrangement for the 
rewritable disks, it is proposed to display the absolute addresses indicating the recording Start position and 
recording end position of each information on a display part in order to confirm the recorded information. 

However, in the disk recording and reproducing device with the above arrangement if the memory in 
the buffer section should be lost due to the cut-off of the power source or other malfunctions during 
recording on the rewritable disk or reproducing therefrom, nonconformity might occur between the absolute 
addresses recorded in the TOC area and the actual recorded positions of the information, and thereafter it 
would be impossible for the user to accurately recognize the contents of an information recording area 
wherein information entered from external devices is recorded. As a result, inconvenience might be 
presented in that another information is mistakenly recorded overlapping with the position where necessary 
information has been recorded. 

Moreover, in the rewritable disk, a plurality of information tends to remain on the disk in an 
unsuccessive state due to such operations wherein a part of information previously recorded has to be 
erased. In this case, when finding space domains to record new information in, since the user has to 
determine the position and length of the space domains according to the absolute , addresses of the 
information previously recorded shown on the display part, the determination tends to be complicated, and 
consequently, if the user should make a mistake in determining the length or other factors of the space 
domains, he might erase the information previously recorded while recording the new information. 

Furthermore, a research on an overwriting function for magneto-optical disks or the like for overwriting 
new information on the range previously recorded has been carried out; however, with the arrangement, if 
overwriting should be mistakenly performed on a range with necessary recorded information, the informa- 
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tion would be erased, and whereby a troublesome situation might be caused. Moreover, if a part of or all of 
the information previously recorded should be erased by overwriting or erasing operation, nonconformity 
would occur between the contents of the TOC.area and the actual position of the recorded information, 
thereby causing a confusion in the next access to the information. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
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It is a general object of the present invention to provide a recording and reproducing device wherein 
when it is instructed to record new information on a position in the information recording area of a recording 
medium where a previous information has already been recorded, warning can be given to show that the 
position has already been occupied. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a recording and reproducing device capable of 
preventing the inconvenience that necessary information might be mistakenly erased by recording new 
information. 

It is still another object of the present invention to provide a recording and reproducing device capable 
of eliminating nonconformity between the contents of a TOC area in a recording medium and the actual 
position of the recorded information in an information recording area therein. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a recording and reproducing device capable of 
eliminating the trouble in evaluating the utility of remaining information parts in a recording medium for the 



user. 



It is a still further object of the present invention to provide a recording and reproducing device wherein 
even if additional information recorded is lost due to the cut-off of the power source or other malfunctions, 
in the recording operation thereafter, the user is able to accurately recognize the recording conditions of an 
information recording area in a recording medium, and such trouble as to record another information 
overlapping with information already recorded is perfectly avoidable. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a recording and reproducing device wherein in 
recording new information on a recording medium, the user is able to recognize space domains of an 
30 information recording area easily and accurately. 

In order to achieve the above objects, a recording and reproducing device of the Present invention, 
which records and reproduces information on and from a rewritable recording medium having absolute 
addresses and comprising an information recording area wherein information entered from external devices 
is recorded and a TOC area wherein additional information with respect to the information recorded in the 
35 information recording area is recorded, is characterized in comprising: recording means for recording 
information in the information recording area and for recording the absolute addresses indicating at least the 
recording positions of information in the TOC area as additional information every time the information is 
recorded in the information recording area; display means for graphically displaying the recorded ranges 
and unrecorded ranges of the information recording area independently according to the absolute ad- 
dresses recorded in the TOC area indicating the recording positions of each piece of information; warning 
means for warning to show that a position has already been occupied by referring to the additional 
information recorded in the TOC area if it is instructed to record new information in the position of the 
information recording area where another information has already been recorded; first editing means for 
erasing the additional information in the TOC area with respect to any information within the information 
recording area when it is completely erased therefrom; and second editing means for detecting a remaining 
amount of any information when the information is partially erased from the information recording area, for 
recording in the TOC area absolute addresses indicating the recording positions of the remaining 
information part after replacing the absolute addresses indicating the recording positions of its original 
information with those indicating the recording positions of the remaining information part by judging the 
remaining information part as one piece of information when the remaining amount is not less than a 
predetermined value, and for erasing the additional information of the partially erased information from the 
TOC area when the remaining amount of the partially erased information is less than the predetermined 
value. 

With the above arrangement, since warning is given when it is instructed to record new information in 
the position of the information recording area of the rewritable recording medium, where another information 
has already been recorded, by evaluating the utility of the information which has been recorded in the 
position, the user is able to stop recording in the position after he judges if it is of utility value, and to 
instruct to overwrite new information therein if he judges it is not. As a result, it is avoidable to have the 
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inconvenience that necessary information might be mistakenly erased by overwriting new information. 

Moreover, in the case where information previously recorded in the information recording area of the 
rewritable recording medium is completely erased by overwriting or erasing operation, since additional 
information with respect to information within the TOC area of the recording medium is also erased by the 

5 first editing means, nonconformity between the contents of the TOC area and the actual contents of the 
information recording area is eliminated. 

Furthermore, in the case where information within the information recording area of the rewritable 
recording medium is partially erased, judgement is given by the second editing means with respect to the 
utility value of the partially remaining information based on the remaining amount. When the remaining part 

io of the information is comparatively long and is judged useful, the absolute addresses indicating the 
recording positions of the remaining part are replaced with the absolute addresses indicating the recording 
positions of its original information and then recorded in the TOC area. On the other hand, when the 
remaining part is short and is judged not useful, additional information with respect to the information is 
erased. Therefore, the arrangement permits the user to spare the trouble in evaluating the utility of the 

75 remaining information part one by one, and conformity between the contents of the TOC area and the 
contents of the information recording area is properly maintained. 

Moreover, every time information is recorded in the information recording area of the rewritable 
recording medium, its additional information including at least the absolute addresses indicating the 
recording positions of the information is recorded in the TOC area, and therefore even if additional 

20 information stored in the buffer section of the recording and reproducing device has been lost due to the 
cut-off of the power source or other malfunctions, additional information corresponding to the newest 
recording conditions of the recorded information is always stored in the TOC area. Consequently, in the 
recording operation thereafter, the user is able to accurately recognize the recording conditions of the 
information recording area in the recording medium, and such trouble as to record another information 

25 overlapping with information already recorded is perfectly prevented. 

Furthermore, since the using conditions of the information recording area are displayed on the display 
means according to the absolute addresses recorded in the TOC area, that is, the recorded range and 
unrecorded range thereof, are graphically displayed thereon, in recording new information on the recording 
medium, the user is able to recognize space domains easily and accurately. 

30 For a fuller understanding of the nature and advantages of the invention, reference should be made to 
the ensuing detailed description taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

35 

Figs. 1 to 6 show one embodiment of the present invention. 

Figs. 1(a) and 1(b) are explanatory diagrams respectively showing examples of using conditions of 
information recording area graphically displayed. 
40 Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing a disk recording and reproducing device. 

Fig; 3 is an explanatory diagram showing the cases wherein new information is recorded under the 
•various using conditions of information recording area. 

Fig. 4 is a schematic plan view of a magneto-optical disk. 
Fig. 5 is an enlarged partial plan view of the magneto-optical disk. 
45 Fig. 6 is an explanatory diagram showing an example of the use of an information recording area. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS 



so The following description will discuss one embodiment of the present invention referring to Figs. 1 to 6. 

As shown in Fig. 2, a disk recording and reproducing device referred to as a recording and reproducing 
device of the present invention comprises a spindle motor 2 for supporting and rotating a magneto-optical 
disk 1 as a rewritable recording medium, an optical head 3 for applying a laser beam on the magneto- 
optical disk 1 and for performing the reproduction of information according to a reflecting light from the 

55 magneto-optical disk 1 and an electromagnet 4 for applying a magnetic field to the magneto-optical disk 
The electromagnet 4 makes it possible to overwrite new information on an area where another information 
has already been recorded. Moreover, the optical head 3 as well as the electromagnet 4 functions as 
recording means. 

5 
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The disk recording and reproducing device comprises a first input terminal 5 and a second input 
terminal 6. Through the first input terminal 5, is entered analog information from magnetic tapes etc. or 
digital information from compact disks etc. On the other hand, through the second input terminal 6, is 
entered digital information for use in computers or the like. 
5 The analog information entered through the first input terminal 5 is converted into digital information by 

being sampled by the use of sampling frequency, 44.1 kHz for compact disks at a digital input section 7, 
and then is sent to an error correction circuit 1 0. 

On the other hand, the digital information entered through the first input terminal 5 is sent to the error 
correction circuit 10. without any treatment, through the digital input section 7. Moreover, the digital 
w information entered through the second input terminal 6 is sent to the error correction circuit 10 through a 
dual error correction circuit 8. 

To the information, which has been given error correction processing, if necessary, at the error 
correction circuit 10, are added subcodes generated at a subcode generation circuit 11, and then it is sent 
to an electromagnet driving circuit 13 after being given EFM processing at an EFM {Eight Fourteen 

75 Modulation) circuit 12. 

The electromagnet 4 is driven by the electromagnet driving circuit 13 according to the information 
modulated at the EFM circuit 12, and at the same time, a laser beam is applied to the magneto-optical disk 
1 by the optical head 3, thereby recording the information in an information recording area 1b (see Fig. 4) 
of the magneto-optical disk 1 . 

20 In the present embodiment, every time information is recorded in the information recording area 1b, its 
additional information including absolute addresses indicating the recording start position and recording end 
position of the information is recorded in a TOC area 1a (shown in hatching in Fig. 4 for convenience), 
immediately after it is stored in a buffer memory 15 for the TOC area which will be described later. In this 
case, the additional information stored in the buffer memory 15 is sent to the EFM circuit 12. where EFM 

25 processing is applied to the information, and then is recorded by the electromagnet 4 while applying laser 
beam by the optical head 3 in the same process as was aforementioned. 

With the arrangement of the present invention, since its additional information is recorded in the TOC 
area 1a every time information is recorded in the information recording area 1b, even in the case where the 
contents of the buffer memory 15 have been lost during the recording or reproducing operation due to the 

30 cut-off of the power source or other malfunctions, the newest recorded contents of the information recording 
area 1b remain stored in the TOC area 1a. Accordingly, in the recording or reproducing operation thereafter, 
the user is able to accurately recognize the recording conditions of the information stored in the information 
recording area 1b. Therefore, such trouble as to erase the previously recorded information while recording 
new information is perfectly prevented. 

35 As shown in Fig. 5. on the magneto-optical disk 1. there are predeterminately formed guiding grooves 
14 (shown in hatching for convenience) having a spiral form or a concentric circular form, extending to a 
circumference direction, and wobbling is given to the guiding grooves 14 in a radius direction of the disk. 
More specifically. FM (Frequency Modulation) processing, which modulates the frequency of a carrier wave 
having a constant amplitude by absolute address information, is applied to the absolute addresses of each 

40 part on the magneto-optical disk 1, and the guiding grooves 14 are wobbling having pitches formed in 
response to the modulated frequencies. 

As shown in Fig. 2, the recording and reproducing device of the present invention comprises the buffer 
memory 15. As aforementioned, the buffer memory 15 is designed so that the contents of the TOC area 1a 
are read therefrom and are stored therein at the time when the magneto-optical disk 1 is placed in the disk 

45 recording and reproducing device. 

By applying laser beam to the magneto-optical disk 1. the optical head 3 is designed to reproduce the 
information stored in the information recording area 1b, the additional information stored in the TOC area 1a 
and the absolute addresses expressed by the wobbling of the guiding grooves 14. 

A waveform processing circuit 16 is connected to the optical head 3. and the waveform processing 

50 circuit 16 performs waveform processing required for applying to the information or additional information 
reproduced by the optical head 3. 

To the information or additional information after the application of waveform processing, is applied 
EFM demodulation by an EFM demodulation circuit 17, wherein signals after the application of EFM 
processing are demodulated, and is performed necessary processing by a reproduced signal processing 

55 circuit 18. Then, the information recorded in the information recording area 1b is released as digital 
information, as it is. through a output section 20 and a first output terminal 21. or it is released from the first 
output terminal 21 after being converted into analog information at the output section 20. if necessary. 
Furthermore, if the information is for computers or the like, it is released as digital information through a 

6 
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second output terminal 23 after necessary error correction is performed thereto at a dual error correction 
circuit 22. 

On the other hand, the additional information, to which necessary processing has been applied at the 
reproduced signal processing circuit 18, is stored in the buffer memory 15 through a microcomputer 24, as 
5 was aforementioned. 

To the absolute addresses, to which waveform processing has been applied at the waveform process- 
ing circuit 16, is applied FM demodulation at an FM demodulation circuit 25. where their frequencies are 
converted into amplitudes. Successively, address demodulation is performed at an address demodulation 
circuit 26, and whereby the values of the absolute addresses are obtained from the amplitudes. The values 

io of the absolute addresses are. on the one hand, sent to the microcomputer 24 and are, on the other hand, 
sent to an address operational circuit 27. 

The microcomputer 24 adjusts rotation speed of the spindle motor 2. and is designed to perform 
rotation control for the magneto-optical disk 1. for example, by CLV (Constant Linear Velocity) control in 
recording or reproducing information as its basic function. Moreover, in the magneto-optical disk 1, 

15 information recording is basically performed by using a sampling frequency for compact disks. 44.1 kHz. 
However, in recording or reproducing digital information formed of another sampling frequency different 
from that for compact disks, the microcomputer 24 changes rotation speed of the spindle motor 2 according 
to the sampling frequency, thereby controlling recording density of the information to be substantially 
constant regardless of the sampling frequency. 

20 Further, in the case of changing the rotation speed of the spindle motor 2 to a different speed from that 
used for compact disks according to the sampling frequency of information to be recorded, the absolute 
addresses predeterminately recorded in the magneto-optical disk 1 does not conform to elapsed time since 
the standard starting time of the recording or reproduction. In that case, the absolute addresses are 
converted at the address operational circuit 27 according to the rotation speed of the magneto-optical disk 

25 1, and the compensated absolute addresses are found, which conform to the elapsed time since the 
predetermined standard starting time of the recording or reproduction. Then, the compensated absolute 
addresses are sent to the microcomputer 24. According to the compensated absolute addresses, at a 
display and operation section 28 having a display section as display means, the elapsed time since the 
start of reproduction or other factors is displayed. Moreover, through the display and operation section 28, 

30 instructions for recording or reproducing or other instructions are performed by the user. 

On the display and operation section 28, the using conditions of the information recording area 1 b, that 
is, the recorded ranges and unrecorded ranges are separately displayed. Now it is assumed that four 
pieces of information, from first to fourth information 35 to 38, are unsuccessively recorded in the 
information recording area 1b, as shown in Fig. 6. In that case, the converted values of the absolute 

35 addresses by time with respect to the recording start position and recording end position of each 
information 35 to 38 are expressed as numerical values shown in Table 1. 

Table 1 



1 st Information 


00 00" -- 02'00" 


2nd Information 


05*31 "» 18' 37" 


3rd Information 


18 37 - 19 27 


4th Information 


30'50" 3950" 



However, it is not easy for the user to recognize the space domains only by the use of the display 
showing the recorded ranges of the information recording area 1b by numerical values. 

50 Therefore, with the arrangement of the present embodiment, the using conditions of the information 
recording area 1b are shown by a graphical display on the display and operation section 28. 

In that case, for example, as shown in Fig. 1(a), the recorded ranges and unrecorded ranges of the 
information recording area 1b can be separately displayed using bars with different contrasts, colors or the 
like. In addition, in Fig. 1(a). recorded ranges lasting less than two minutes are counted as two. 

55 Moreover, as shown in Fig. 1(b). a disc shaped display modelled after the magneto-optical disk 1 can 
be disposed on the display and operation section 28, and the recorded ranges and unrecorded ranges of 
the information recording area 1b can be displayed on the disc with different contrasts, colors or the like 
with each other. The recording conditions of the information recording area 1b shown in Fig. 1(b) are 

7 
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different from those shown in Fig. 6. 

As aforementioned, by displaying the recorded ranges and unrecorded ranges of the information 
recording area 1b graphically, the user is able to recognize the rewritable domains of the information 
recording area 1b easily. In addition, various ways of the graphic display are adoptabie other than those 
s aforementioned. 

In the meantime, the microcomputer 24 functions as first and second editing means which edit contents 
of the TOC area 1a according to changes of the recording contents of the information recording area 1b 
when such operations as overwriting operation for new information or as erasing operation for the recorded 
information in the information recording area 1b are performed. Moreover, although it is not shown in the 

io figures, the disk recording and reproducing device of the present invention comprises warning means 
which, upon being instructed to record new information, refers to the additional information in the TOC area 
1a. and warns the fact that a position has already been occupied by the use of a voice, warning sound, 
predetermined display or other methods when the instruction is given to record the new information in the 
position of the information recording area 1b having information already recorded therein. Referring to Fig. 

is 3. the following description will discuss editing processing for additional information stored in the TOC area 
1a which is performed in response to recording information to the information recording area 1b. 

Under the condition shown by (a) in Fig. 3, the information recording area 1 b has not been used yet. 
Under the condition, any position of the information recording area 1b is available to record new information. 
Further, no additional information has been recorded in the TOC area 1a under the conditions. 

20 In the condition shown by (a) in Fig. 3. for example, it is assumed that new information 30 is recorded 
in a range having absolute addresses between T s and T E in the information recording area 1b. Upon 
recording the new information 30, in the TOC area 1a, are recorded the absolute addresses T s indicating 
the recording start position of the new information 30 and T E indicating the recording end position thereof as 
its additional information. Moreover, if necessary, the sampling frequency and the like of the new 

25 information 30 are also recorded in the TOC area la as the additional information. 

In the using conditions shown by (b) to (d> in Fig. 3. a first to a fourth information 31 to 34, a first to a 
fourth information 31 ' to 34', and a first to a fourth information 31 " to 34", each of which has a length 
different from one another, are recorded in the information recording area 1 b. Therefore, in the TOC area 
1a, are recorded absolute addresses indicating at least the ^recording start position and recording end 

30 position of each information, 31 to 34, 31 ' to 34. 31 " to 34" as its additional information, according to 
respective using conditions. 

Next, in the using condition shown by (b) in Fig. 3, in the case where new information 30 having an 
absolute address T s as its recording start position is recorded in a similar fashion to (a) in Fig. 3, when a 
recording operation for the new information 30 is instructed by the user through the display and operation 

35 section 28, the microcomputer 24 refers to additional information being stored in the buffer memory 15. -By 
the process, since it is recognized that the second information 32 has already been recorded in the 
recording start position where the new information 30 is instructed to be recorded, warning is given to show 
that the position has already been occupied, by the warning means according to the instruction from the 
microcomputer 24. More specifically, for example, since the recording start position of the new information 

40 30 is included within the recording range of the second information 32, when the new information 30 is 
recorded with T s as its recording start position, the warning is given to show that the second information 32 
is partially erased, and that the third information 33 is also erased since it exists just behind the second 
information 32. 

According to the warning, the user decides whether or not he records the new information 30 with T s as 
45 its recording start position, and if he judges that the second information 32 and the third information 33 
deserve to remain as information of utility value, he specifies another position without recordings of 
information again and starts recording the new information 30. In that case, the absolute addresses 
indicating the recording start position and recording end position and the like of the new information 30 are 
recorded in the TOC area 1 a. 
50 On the other hand, if the user judges that the second information 32 and the third information 33 does 
not deserve to remain since they have less utility value, he may instruct to record the new information 30 
with T s as its recording start position. In that case, the second information 32 and the third information 33 
are partially erased by the overwriting operation of the new information 30. 

When the new information 30 is recorded in the range T s to T E , at first, the absolute addresses T s and 
55 T E indicating the recording start position and recording end position of the new information 30 are recorded 
in the TOC area 1a. Then, by the microcomputer 24 as second editing means, it is judged whether each 
remaining amount of the second information 32 and third information 33, which are partially left over, is not 
less than a predetermined value, for example, in the case of music information, whether it is not less than 

8 
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one minute when it is converted into performance time. In addition, the predetermined value is presettable 
by the user. 

Hereupon, in the condition shown by (b) in Fig. 3, it is assumed that each of the second information 32 
and third information 33 partially remains with a length not less than the predetermined value. In that case, 
5 the microcomputer 24 makes a decision that the additional information with respect to the second 
information 32 and third information 33 should be continuously kept in the TOC area 1a. With the decision, 
the microcomputer 24 instructs to rewrite the contents of the additional information in the TOC area 1a, and 
permits the absolute address indicating the recording end position of the second information 32 to change 
from the previous T 3 to T S( and also permits the absolute address indicating the recording start position of 
w the third information 33 to change from the previous T3 to T E . 

Next, in the using condition of the information recording area 1b shown by (c) in Fig. 3, it is assumed 
that a recording operation for the new information 30 with T as its recording start position is instructed. 
Then, it is assumed that, in spite of warning to show that the position has already been occupied, the new 
information 30 is recorded with T s as its recording start position. 
75 In that case, the absolute addresses indicating the recording start position and recording end position of 
the new information 30 are first recorded in the TOC area 1a. Next, by the function of the microcomputer 24 
as first editing means, it is judged whether the third information 33 has been completely erased, and then 
the additional information with respect to the third information 33' is erased from the TOC area 1a. 

Furthermore, by the function of the microcomputer 24 as the second editing means, it is judged 
20 whether the second information 32' and the fourth information 34 are partially erased, and then it is judged 
whether each of the remaining amount of the second information 32' and forth information 34 is not less 
than the predetermined amount. When each of the remaining amount of the second information 32 and 
fourth information 34' is not less than the predetermined value, as aforementioned, the contents of the TOC 
area 1a are rewritten, and the absolute address indicating the recording end position of the second 
25 information 32' is changedfrom T 3 ' to T s while the absolute address indicating the recording start position 
of the fourth information 34 is changed from T*' to T E . 

Next, in the using condition shown by (d) in Fig. 3, the following discussion concentrates on the case 
where the new information 30 is recorded with T s as its recording start position as was aforementioned. 
Again in this case, the absolute addresses indicating the recording start position and recording end position 
30 of the new information 30 are first recorded in the TOC area 1 a. 

Then, by the function of the microcomputer^ 24 as the second editing means, it is judged whether the 
second information 32" and third information 33" are partially erased, and continuously judgement is made 
on the remaining amount of each of the second information 32" and third information 33 . When the 
remaining amount of each of the second information 32" and third information 33 is less than a 
35 predetermined value, the microcomputer 24 judges that the remaining parts of the second information 32 
and third information 33" are less important in their utijity, and erases the additional information with respect 
to the second information 32" and third information 33" from the TOC area 1a. 

In the above, the description discussed the editing processing with respect to the TOC area 1a in the 
case where previous information is erased by overwriting operation; however, the same editing processing 
40 is also performed in the case where any information is erased by an erasing operation. 

As aforementioned, in the present embodiment, the editing processing with respect to additional 
information in the TOC area 1a is performed without any instruction by the user when previous information 
is completely or partially erased by overwriting operation, erasing operation or other operation, and even if 
the previous information remains partially, rewriting or erasing operation with respect to the additional 
45 information is performed according to the length of the remaining part. 

Therefore, the arrangement permits the user to spare the trouble in performing the editing operation, 
and conformity between the contents of the TOC area 1a and the actual recorded contents of the 
information recording area 1b is always maintained. 

In addition, in the arrangement of the above embodiment, absolute addresses are recorded in the 
50 magneto-optical disk 1 by giving wobbling to the guiding grooves 14; however, absolute addresses may be 
recorded by other methods such as those using pits mechanically formed. 

Moreover, in the above embodiment, the explanation was given on the magneto-optical disk as a 
rewritable disk; however, the present invention is also applicable to rewritable disks such as optical disks of 
phase transition type, or to Direct Read After Write type disks or the like capable of recording information 
55 only once. 

As aforementioned, a recording and reproducing device of the present invention comprising an 
information recording area and a TOC area, is used for recording and reproducing on and from a rewritable 
recording medium having absolute addresses, and further comprises: recording means for recording 
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information in the information recording area and for recording in the TOC area the absolute addresses 
indicating at least the recording position of the information as additional information every time the 
information is recorded in the information recording area; display means for graphically displaying the 
recorded ranges and unrecorded ranges of the information recording area independently according to the 

5 absolute addresses recorded in the TOC area with respect to the recording positions of each piece of 
information;- warning means for warning to show that the position has already been occupied by referring to 
the additional information recorded in the TOC area when it is instructed to record new information in the 
position of the information recording area where another information has already been recorded; first editing 
means for erasing the additional information from the TOC area with respect to any information within the 

w information recording area when the information is completely erased therefrom; and second editing means 
for detecting a remaining amount of any information when the information is partially erased within the 
information recording area, for recording the absolute addresses indicating the recording positions of the 
remaining information part in the TOC area, after replacing the absolute addresses indicating the recording 
positions of its original information with those indicating the recording positions of the remaining information 

75 part by judging the remaining information part as one piece of information when the remaining amount is 
not less than a predetermined value, and for erasing the additional information of the partially erased 
information from the TOC area when th.e remaining amount of the partially erased information is less than 
the predetermined value. 

With the arrangement, every time information is recorded in the information recording area, its 

20 additional information including at least the absolute addresses indicating the recording positions of the 
information is recorded in the TOC area, and therefore even if additional information stored in the buffer 
section of the recording and reproducing device has been lost due to the cut-off of the power source or 
other malfunctions, the additional information corresponding to the newest recording conditions of recorded 
information is always stored in the TOC area. Consequently, in the recording operation thereafter, the user 

25 is able to accurately recognize the recording conditions of the information recording area, and such trouble 
as to record another information overlapping with information already recorded is perfectly prevented. 

Furthermore, since the using conditions of the information recording area are displayed on the display 
means according to the absolute addresses recorded in the TOC area, that is, the recorded ranges and 
unrecorded ranges thereof are graphically displayed thereon, the user is able to recognize space domains 

30 easily and accurately in recording new information. 

Moreover, since it is arranged that warning is given when it is instructed to record new information in 
the position of the information recording area where another information has already been recorded, by 
evaluating the utility of the information which has been recorded in the position, the user is able to stop 
recording in the position if he judges it is of utility value, and to instruct to overwrite new information therein 

35 if he judges it is not. As a result it is avoidable to have the inconvenience that necessary information might 
be mistakenly erased by overwriting new information. 

Moreover, in the case where information previously recorded in the information recording area is 
completely erased by overwriting or erasing operation, since additional information within the TOC area with 
respect to the information is also erased by the first editing means, nonconformity between the contents of 

40 the TOC area and the actual contents of the information recording area is eliminated. 

Furthermore, in the case where information within the information recording area is partially erased by 
overwriting or other operation, judgement is given by the second editing means with respect to the utility 
value of the partially remaining information based on the remaining amount. When the remaining part is 
comparatively long and is judged useful, the absolute addresses indicating the recording positions of the 

45 remaining part are replaced with the absolute addresses indicating the recording positions of its original 
information and then recorded in the TOC area. On the other hand, when the remaining part is short and is 
judged not useful, the additional addresses of the information is erased. Therefore, the arrangement permits 
the user to spare the trouble in evaluating the utility of the remaining information part one by one, and 
conformity between the contents of the TOC area and the recorded contents of the information recording 

50 area is properly maintained. 

The invention being thus described, it may be obvious that the same may be varies m many ways. 
Such variations are not to be regarded as a departure from the scope of the invention. 

There are described above novel features which the skilled man will appreciate give rise to advantages. 
These are each independent aspects of the invention to be covered by the present application, irrespective 

55 of whether or not they are included within the scope of the following claims. 

Claims 
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1. A recording and reproducing device, which records and reproduces information on and from a 
rewritable recording medium having absolute addresses and comprising an information recording area 
wherein information entered from external devices is recorded and a TOC area wherein additional 

s information with respect to the information recorded in the information recording area is recorded, 
comprising: 

recording means for recording information in the information recording area and for recording in the TOC 
area the absolute addresses indicating at least the recording positions of the information as additional 
information; 

70 display means for graphically displaying the recorded and unrecorded ranges of the information recording 
area independently according to the absolute addresses recorded in the TOC area with respect to the 
recording positions of each piece of information; 

warning means for warning to show that a position has already been occupied by referring to the additional 
information recorded in the TOC area when it is" instructed to record new information in the position of the 
75 information recording area where another information has already been recorded; 

first editing means for erasing the additional information in the TOC area with respect to any information 
within the information recording area when it is completely erased therefrom; and 

second editing means for detecting a remaining amount of any information when the information is partially 
erased from the information recording area, for recording in the TOC area the absolute addresses indicating 

20 the recording positions of the remaining information part after replacing the absolute addresses indicating 
the recording positions of its original information with those indicating the recording positions of the 
remaining information part by judging the remaining information part as one piece of information, when the 
remaining amount is not less than a predetermined value, and for erasing the additional information of the 
partially erased information from the TOC area, when the remaining amount of the partially erased 

25 information is less than the predetermined value. 

2. A recording and reproducing device as set forth in claim 1 , wherein said recording means records 
information in the information recording area, and records absolute addresses indicating at least the 
recording positions of the information in the TOC area as additional information every time the information is 
recorded in the information recording area. 

30 3. A recording and reproducing device as set forth in claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the absolute 
addresses are prerecorded in the form of wobbling guiding grooves on rewritable disk. 

4. A recording and reproducing device as set forth in claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the absolute 
addresses are recorded by the use of pits or grooves which are mechanically formed. 

5. A recording and reproducing device as set forth in claim 1 or claim 2. wherein the rewritable 
35 recording medium includes optical cards and magnetic tapes. 

6. A recording and reproducing device as set forth in claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the rewritable 
recording medium includes magneto-optical disk which performs recording and erasing by utilizing 
magneto-optical effect. 

7. A recording and reproducing device as set forth in claim 6, wherein the recording means includes an 
40 optical head for applying a light beam to the magneto-optical disk and an electromagnet for applying 

external magnetic fields to the magneto-optical disk in response to recording signals. 

8. A recording and reproducing device as set forth in claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the rewritable 
recording medium includes rewritable disks which perform recording and erasing by utilizing phase 
transition. 

45 9. A recording and reproducing device as set forth in claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the rewritable 
recording medium includes Direct Read After Write type disks capable of recording information only once. 

10. A recording and reproducing device as set forth in claim 8 or claim 9, wherein the recording means 
includes an optical head for applying a laser beam to the disk so as to record and reproduce information. 

11. A recording and reproducing device as set forth in claim 1 or claim 2, the display means includes a 
so display section for graphically displaying the recorded ranges and unrecorded ranges of the information 

recording area separately by using bars with different contrasts, colors or the like. 

12. A recording and reproducing device as set forth in claim 6, claim 8 or claim 9, wherein the display 
means includes a display section, comprising a disc shaped display modelled after the disk, for graphically 
displaying the recorded ranges and unrecorded ranges of the information recording area separately in the 

55 disc with different contrasts, colors or the like each other. 

13. A recording and reproducing device as set forth in claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the warning means is 
designed to give warning by a voice, warning sound, predetermined display or other methods. 

14. A recording method for information in a recording and reproducing device comprising the steps of: 
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recording information in an information recording area; and 

recording additional information, comprising the absolute addresses indicating the recording start position 
and recording end position of the information, in a TOC area immediately after the additional information 
has been stored in a buffer memory for TOC. 
s 15. An editing processing method for additional information in a TOC area of a recording and 

reproducing device, comprising the steps of: 

erasing additional information from the TOC area with respect to information when the information recorded 
in an information recording area has been completely erased; 

detecting remaining amount of the information partially left over when information recorded in the 
70 information recording area is partially erased; 

recording absolute addresses indicating the recording positions of a remaining information part in the TOC 
area after replacing the absolute addresses indicating the recording positions of its original information with 
those indicating the recording positions of the remaining information part when the remaining amount is not 
less than a predetermined value; and 

erasing additional information of the information from the TOC area when the remaining amount of the 
information is less than the predetermined value. 

16 Apparatus for recording and reproducing on and from a rewritable recording medium having an 
information recording area for the information itself and an address data recording area for address data 
identifying the portion or portions of the information recording area occupied by such information, the 
apparatus including warning means for providing a user-sensible warning when a position selected for the 
recording of new information in said information recording area is already occupied. 

17. Apparatus for recording and reproducing on and from a rewritable recording medium having an 
information recording area for the information itself and an address data recording area for address data 
identifying the portion or portions of the information recording area occupied by such information, the 
apparatus including graphic display means which includes a visual representation of the total time capacity 
of the information recording area, and which displays on said visual representation the recorded and 
unrecorded portions of said information recording area. 

18 Apparatus for recording and reproducing on and from a rewritable recording medium having an 
information recording area for the information itself and an address data recording area for address data 
identifying the portion or portions of the information recording area occupied by such information, the 
apparatus including editing means operable so that if a remaining part of an existing recorded information 
which is partly erased by the recording of new information, is smaller than a predetermined amount, the 
address data relating to said existing recorded information is erased from said address data recording area 
whereas if it is equal to or greater than said predetermined amount, said address data is reused so as to 
35 identify said remaining part instead of the whole of said existing recorded information. 
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© A recording and reproducing device, which 
records and reproduces information on and from a 
rewritable recording medium having absolute ad- 
dresses and comprising an information recording 
area wherein information entered from external de- 
vices is recorded and a TOC area wherein additional 
information with respect to the information recorded 
in the information recording area is recorded, com- 
prises: an optical head and an electromagnet for 
recording information in the information recording 
area, and for recording in the TOC area the absolute 
addresses indicating at least the recording positions 
of information as additional information every time 
the information is recorded in the information record- 
ing area; a display section for graphically displaying 
the recorded and unrecorded ranges of the informa- 
tion recording area independently according to the 
absolute addresses recorded in the TOC area with 
respect to the recording positions of each piece of 
information; warning means for warning to show that 
a position has already been occupied by referring to 
the additional information recorded in the TOC area 
when it is instructed to record new information in the 
position of the information recording area where an- 



other information has already been recorded; first 
editing means for erasing the additional information 
from the TOC area with respect to any information 
within the information recording area when the in- 
formation is completely erased therefrom; and sec- 
ond editing means for detecting a remaining amount 
of any information when the information is partially 
erased from the information recording area, for re- 
cording in the TOC area absolute addresses indicat- 
ing the recording positions of the remaining informa- 
tion part in the TOC area, after replacing the ab- 
solute addresses indicating the recording positions 
of its original information with those indicating the 
recording positions of the remaining information part 
when the remaining amount is not less than a pre- 
determined value, and for erasing the additional in- 
formation of the partially erased information from the 
TOC area when the remaining amount of the partially 
erased information is less than the predetermined 
value. With the arrangement, even if the stored addi- 
tional information is lost due to the cut-off of the 
power source, in the recording operation thereafter, 
the user can accurately recognize the recording con- 
ditions of the information recording area, and such 
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trouble as to record another information overlapping 
with information already recorded is perfectly pre- 

FI G. 2 



vented, and further the user can recognize space 
domains easily and accurately. 
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